physiology of the pelvic floor. Margulis and his colleagues review progress in diagnostic radiology applied to surgery. Three chapters from the Massachusetts General Hospital give an up-todate account of surgery for endocrine tumours of the pancreas, parathyroid and adrenal. Weiner and Peacock deal with the biology of tendon healing as applied to flexor tendon repair, and this is followed by a detailed survey of the present status of tumour immunology by Dr Bernard Fisher of Pittsburg. Professors Richard and Robert Zollinger deal with diverticular disease of the colon; finally Altemeier and his colleagues give an interesting report on intra-abdominal sepsis.
The editors have set themselves the praiseworthy task of choosing experts to present important areas of advance in a form suitable for the general surgical reader. They have succeeded in doing so in this pleasantly produced, well illustrated volume which includes an extensive and up-to-date bibliography.
HAROLD ELLIS Pediatric Cliniical Gastroenterology by Arnold Silverman MA MD, Claude C Roy MD rcp(c) and Frank J Cozzetto MD pp x+580 illustrated £17.75 St Louis: C VMosby 1971 London: Henry Kimpton This book is well presented and, although it is rather expensive, there is much information in its 580 pages, set out in a concise and readable style. Although the three authors are physicians, the surgical (though not operative) aspects of this developing subspecialty are given well-balanced consideration. The book begins with a section on signs and symptoms, clearly the result of wide eKperience. The main section discusses individual disease entities and is supported by commendably up-to-date references. Finally there are sections on laboratory tests, procedures and nutritional care. Some formidable lists of differential diagnosis will be helpful for reference to those in doubt over a difficult case. This is an invaluable and readable reference book.
HAROLD NIXON
Atlas of the Arteries of the Human Brain by Georges Salamon pp 189 illustrated Paris: Sandoz Editions 1971 This is a beautifully produced book. There is an interesting historical section, and then a description of the distribution of the main vessels of the brain as displayed by their selective injection with radio-opaque material. The resulting photographs are superimposed on appropriate drawings of the nervous tissues. The atlas itself occupies two-thirds of the book. Following injection of radioopaque solution into the internal carotid and basilar arteries and sealing of the injected vessels to prevent escape of the dye, the brains were fixed. Macrosections were made, and from these, radiographic photographs produced. The resulting films are mounted in such a way that they can be superimposed upon photographs of exactly corresponding noninjected brain sections. The quality of the resulting pictures is of the highest. In the final section, the angio-architecture of certain areas of the brain is beautifully displayed. This is a beautiful and valuable contribution to the anatomy of the cerebral vessels. The publication of this book is most timely. Those not involved in teaching preclinical students often fail to realize the full implications of the term 'human biology', their teachers have been seeking a suitable text for many years. Professor Young is one of the very few capable of writing this readable exposition of a huge field of knowledge. He stresses that the proper study of man the animal must depend on many disciplines other than biology. Amongst them he lists physics, engineering, the arts, philosophy, theology, the law and medicine. The book is based on a course of introductory lectures to his own fortunate students.
The numbers of expert colleagues consulted and the bibliography cited show the depth of study that has preceded the writing of the 44 chapters, which he modestly describes as a superficial approach.
Amongst the problems discussed are thosc, of being both investigator and subject of study; the essential unity of life at a biochemical level; organization of living forms ranging from the molecule through genes to tissues, to the development, growth, maintenance and ageing of the individual. The development of the brain, of consciousness, thought and means of communication (in all its forms including behaviour) are of particular interest to Professor Young. They are seen against the constant weaving of the whole tapestry of life, from its origins to the possible future evolution of man in his internal and external physical and mental environment.
This book deserves serious study and one will dip into it frequently with profit and pleasure. There are many excellent illustrations, tables and graphs, and useful author and subject indices. It is the product of knowledge, scientific imagination and a constantly questioning mind.
